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Over the past few weeks you would have seen quite a few messages from myself 
regarding how we at school can support your child's learning and well-being over the 
next period of distance-learning. I thought I would place some of these messages here 
for you in case you missed them. 

Wellbeing 
Given the length of time we are all at home isolating, wellbeing is an important focus.  Our counsellor 
– Andrew Scotson (aas@wairoacollege.school.nz), will remain available to students at this time. Please 
encourage your child to contact us through our school emails and we will work with them to set up the 
most appropriate way for us to communicate. This may be through email, messaging or phone. Parents 
are, of course, also encouraged to contact us in the same way. Please follow this link to some advice from 
the Mental Health Foundation: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/get-help/covid-19/  
 

Ministry of Education information updated including new tip sheets for families, caregivers and 
whānau

We have slightly updated the wellbeing information on our website to better reflect how the COVID-19 
response has changed over the last weeks. Included in there are three new tip sheets for parents, 
caregivers and teachers:

Tips for teachers, parents and caregivers – supporting toddlers
Tips for teachers, parents and caregivers – supporting children

Tips for teachers, parents and caregivers – supporting young people

What you can expect from Wairoa College:
•  Care for our students' wellbeing is our first priority.  As we work with the students at this time   
              Manaakitanga is our guiding value. 
• We will be providing ways for students to continue to engage in their learning.
• We will communicate globally with families through Facebook, email, school website and the 
              School App and on a more personal level by email and phone.
• We will communicate with students through email, Education Perfect, Teams - Microsoft Office 
              365 and phone.
• Microsoft Teams will be used in some classes as a video conferencing platform for face to face 
              communication.  Students will have a timetable as to when teachers are available to have these
              conversations and lessons. This timetable will be available to students Tuesday 14th April via our
              Facebook site, school website and the School App. 
• Education Perfect will be used in most subjects as an important learning tool. 
• Whānau teachers will email/phone whānau once a week to check in between 11-12pm. Please 
              use this as a way to ask any general questions about school. 
• Senior leaders will be available during 11-12pm daily to talk with whanau about any concerns 
              they have. 
• Work completed by students will receive feedback and advice on what to do next within a day. 
• Teachers will be available between the hours of 9am to 3pm. 
• A list of all staff emails is included in this newsletter.
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 What you can do to help: 
• Encourage your child/ren to stay engaged with their learning. 
• Help them to organise their time to complete the tasks being set. They don’t have to follow the      

normal school timetable but a regular routine is helpful. 
• Make sure you have downloaded the School App for information: Users need to go to the app store 

and search for School Apps NZ (not the lite version) then search for Wairoa College within the app.
• Make sure your child/ren can access their school Microsoft Office account and Education Perfect.  If 

they have problems with passwords or access:
       Microsoft Office:  itsupport@wairoacollege.school.nz or jmo@wairoacollege.school.nz 
       Education Perfect: lmc@wairoacollege.school.nz
• Encourage your child/ren to communicate with their classmates about their learning. 
• Respond to emails from teachers.  Especially if they are concerned about the work being done. 
 
Devices and hard copy packs
We have completed all documents necessary for the Ministry of Education. We understand that some 
students may be receiving devices from today. If you receive a device and you do not need one please 
email me at principal@wairoacollege.school.nz as soon as possible so I can get it to someone who 
does need it.  All devices received from the Ministry of Education are the property of Wairoa College. 
After lockdown all devices will need to be handed back to the school. We appreciate they will be of great 
use to you during this time. 
We can also order from the 15th April hardcopy materials (not the same as the hardcopy packs) for 
students from the Ministry of Education. This will take a little while before students will receive them.
 
In the meantime if your child has the paper copies of work that you collected before we went into 
lockdown please work on these if you do not have a device. If you did not collect them and you do not 
have a device then your child can read books, get creative, do some cooking, make something, or watch 
the new education TV channels that are up and running from the 15th April. 
 
Teachers are not allowed on-site and therefore we can not print, or photocopy materials for students. 
Everything at least for the next two weeks has to come from the Ministry of Education. 
If your child  has access to a device then they will be able to access work via Education Perfect and  
Microsoft Office 365. They need to check their emails regularly to see if their teachers have made contact. 
 
NCEA assessments this year
There will be anxiety from many young people and parents about how this will work. What we know 
right now:
• The big picture remains the same in terms of how qualifications are awarded and the place of            

external examinations
• NZQA who run NCEA, are making provisions to run as many internal assessments as practical             

remotely
• School dates for some internal assessments will change and you will be advised as soon as this      

happens to give plenty of warning
 
I hope this information has been helpful. I know this lockdown is not easy for many families. If there's any 
way we can support you please email us so we can help. Staff are thinking of you all at this time. Be safe. 

Ngā mihi nui,

Mrs Jo-Anne Vennell
 Principal Wairoa College
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SUPPORTING TEENAGERS DURING LOCKDOWN 



STUDENT ONLINE GUIDE 
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Behaviour online
Students are encouraged to remember that the expectations of their behaviour in the online learning 
space are the same as they are in the physical classroom. Our Wairoa College values should underpin 
their behaviour at all times: Respect, Manaakitangi, Resilience, and Kotahitanga.
 
Safety Online
As you know, children's online safety is important. At school, Network for Learning (N4L) helps keep your 
students safe from the bad side of the internet. During lockdown, the students' place of learning shifts to 
their home. So N4L has worked out a way to help parents keep their children safely connected at home.
 
N4L have arranged a FREE safety filter that parents can set up on their child's learning devices from 
home. Just go to switchonsafety.co.nz to find clear instructions on how to do this.
 
The filter blocks websites containing known cyber threats like phishing scams, malicious content and 
viruses, while also protecting children from content deemed the worst of the web (like adult sites). Once 
a child's device is set up, all internet search requests will go through the safety filter which checks if the 
website they are trying to visit is safe before allowing access. If it's a website that's known to be unsafe, 
then it will be blocked. The safety filter is applied to the child's device, so parents' devices are not 
affected. 
 
Please remember that technology is not a silver bullet and the filter should be used in combination with 
Netsafe's online parent safety toolkit.

ONLINE LEARNING 

HOW TO LOG IN TO EDUCATION PERFECT

How do I log in to Education Perfect?
Visit: https://epforlearning.com/
Username: your school email address
Password: your first name (unless you have re-set your password)

Where do I go if I need help with:

-        my learning? Contact your teacher by email or send them a message in Teams

-        my Office 365 account/log in? Contact Guy itsupport@wairoacollege.school.nz or 
          0211809199

-        my Education Perfect login? Contact Ms Carmine lmc@wairoacollege.school.nz

-        using Office 365? You could email your teacher, 
         Miss Mahy: ksm@wairoacollege.school.nz, or 
         Mr Oosthuizen: jmo@wairoacollege.school.nz
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Wairoa College 
Teacher Email List 

IT Support: ITsupport@wairoacollege.school.nz       0211809199 

First Name Last Name Email Address 
Lisa Carmine lmc@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Andrew Clark ajc@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Tania Cooper tmc@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Sharlene Cotter smc@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Clinton Du Plessis cdp@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Mereana Gavan mlg@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Timothy Gledhill tog@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Margaret Goldsmith mpg@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Pania Grey prg@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Rebecca Haderbache rha@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Robert Hamblyn rh@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Andy Hardie ah@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Reece Harrison rdh@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Karen Hayward kh@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Sandi Hickey smh@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Laice Jackson laj@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Reginald Keil rk@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Makareta Keil mlk@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Lidy Loffler ll@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Kimberley Mahy ksm@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Michelle McDonald mtm@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Shelley Murphy sm@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Yvonne Nairn yen@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Johann Oosthuizen jmo@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Paddy Owen po@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Jinnelle Paku jhp@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Turina Paku tmp@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Claire Pollock cpo@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Paul Quesnell paq@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Jenny Ratcliffe jar@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Dave Ryan dwr@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Jane Smith js@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Wendy Stone was@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Damon Thomas djt@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Joanna Tokona jat@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Puata Tuahine pt@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Jo-Anne Vennell principal@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Gareth Waldron gwn@wairoacollege.school.nz 

Georgia Wallace gmw@wairoacollege.school.nz 

TEACHER EMAIL LIST



Student learning programmes will be delivered in Microsoft Teams (an Office 365 app) and Education 
Perfect. This guide will help students to get started.

HELP GUIDE FOR ONLINE LEARNING
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SERVICE ACADEMY 

A group of 16 students attended the Induction course held in Waiouru over the period 16 – 27 March.  A 
lot of excitement, anticipation, anxiety and nerves set the tone during the build-up phase with questions 
coming from all angles.  All the physical training and marching drills that had been conducted over the 
past 7 weeks prior was put to the test.
On Day 1, we were greeted with a warm welcome from The Youth Development Unit (YDU) staff 
consisting of serving members from the Army, Navy and Air force.  These men and women dedicated 
their time and commitment towards the Service Academy students to enforce the core values of the 
New Zealand Defence Force with a goal of instilling UNITY, PROFESSIONALISM and DISCIPLINE.  To that 
end we say “Thank you”.
To our students, this environment was totally new.  The climate, terrain and altitude (792 Metres above 
sea level) had a major effect on one’s performance.  Nonetheless, our young men and women of Wairoa 
Services Academy soldiered on with grit, determination and a keen willingness to say “I got this Staff”.



To foster unity and teamwork, our Academy was partnered up with students from Tongariro School to 
form one platoon.   It didn’t take long until they were working as one, forming new friendships and 
expressing ideas and experiences without judgement or ridicule.

This was the foundation to their success having changed the mindset from an individual to a team.  You 
always have the ones that take the lead but then you have the quiet ones that have found their voice 
and are offering their thoughts and opinions. The personal growth that each student has gained from 
being here is nothing short of amazing. You see them, knowing that some are way out of their comfort 
zone but with encouragement and support they persevered and that for anyone is an awesome
 achievement. This team is known as WAIROA SERVICES ACADEMY.
To put into context, here are some of the activities and lessons they completed:

• Dress and bearing
• Ironing uniforms
• Fatigues
• Resilience
• Cross Country Run 4.0 Kilometres
• Required Fitness Level 2.4 Kilometre Run, press ups   
              and curl ups
• Confidence Course (Physically demanding)
• Leadership tasks
• Marching Drill and graduation parade

A special mention goes to Te Raiwa Governor for Top Student and Thomas Browne for Most Improved 
for Wairoa Services Academy.  An achievement well deserved.  These young men and women were also 
awarded a trophy for the fastest team to complete the confidence course.  We should have won the drill 
competition but were unsuccessful this time.
Due to safety reasons the course was condensed from 12 to 8 days.  This highlighted adaptability from all 
staff and students to carry on and push forward.  Overall, a pleasing effort and proud moment for all.
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SERVICE ACADEMY CULTURAL CUISINE



SERVICE ACADEMY CULTURAL CUISINE
Class  9 0

Mr Gledhill (English), Mr Du Plessis (Science), Mr Clark (Mathematics) and Mrs Owen (Social Studies)

The theme of cultural cuisine was decided by the teachers to introduce the class 90 to the culture of 
Mr Du Plessis from South Africa and to Mr Clark whose wife is from Colombia. 

Integrated lessons of reading and writing in English, measurement lessons in mathematics, energy and heat 
transference lessons in science and mapping and cultural aspects of South Africa and Colombia learnt in 
Social Studies culminated in a day of cooking.

The students organised themselves into groups, aproned up and washed 
their hands extra thoroughly. They quickly arranged their kitchen and 
duties. Mr Du Plessis gave their first cooking lesson, cooking Boerewors a 
South African sausage, with Sous a warm sauce made from tomatoes, 
onions and spices. The students were intrigued with the sausage. 
Mr Du Plessis explained the meat used in the sausage, the popularity of 
this dish and how it is eaten in his country. He also shared aspects of life 
in South Africa the students found interesting. After careful preparation, 
measuring and frying of their sausage, and cooking their sauce, the 
tantalising aroma soon filled the room. 

While a team member prepared and buttered bread rolls, others in the group set their table. The students 
had made table mats with one side showing images of the national flag, flower, sport, animal, costume 
and greeting in South African. On the flip side was the equivalent Colombian images and Spanish greeting. 
Karakia to bless the food was given before students and teachers sat down to share their South African 
cuisine experience.  

Mr Clark demonstrated the next lesson cooking an Empanada, a stuffed pastry fried 
and filled with meat, popular in Colombia. The students were very busy 
chopping, dicing, sauteing onions, mince and red peppers and making pastry. A 
great achievement given the time frame.

Colombian/Spanish music filled the cooking room. Mr Clark spoke in Spanish 
adding to the ambience. Mr Gledhill responded in like while sharing his cooking 
skills and expertise with the groups of students.

Finally, the Empanadas were cooked and ready to eat. A combination of 
mayonnaise and tomato sauce proved a popular dipping sauce. Again, the food was 
devoured and enjoyed by all. 

The school values of kotahitanga, whakamana, aumangea and manaakitanga were 
very much on display throughout the day making the experience special for students and teachers alike. 

Thank you to the Food Technology team for the use of T8 and special thanks to Mr Du Pressis, Mr Clark and 
Mr Gledhill for such a great team effort.

Ngā mihi
Mrs Owen  

Boerewors Sausages

Empanada
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